[Retrospective analysis of prognostic factors in patients with primary lymphoma of the intestine].
Forty-six patients with stage IE and IIE malignant lymphoma of the intestine were analyzed to assess the efficacy of prognostic factors to predict the course and therapeutic approach in these patients. Because the lesion was considered unresectable in all cases, chemotherapy was given after surgery. Using Cox's univariate regression analysis, survival was found to correlate with stage (IE vs IIE) and high levels of lactic dehidrogenase, nevertheless in the multivariate analysis only beta 2 microglobulin levels were associated with a shorter survival. We believe that treatment of extranodal lymphomas, like nodal presentations, as those of the intestine, could be based in the determinations of prognostic factors and that beta 2 microglobulin would be considered the most powerful prognostic factor. Most studies on patients with malignant lymphoma of the intestine are necessary to define the role of beta 2 microglobulin as therapeutic prognostic index.